Travellers In India

plishing its aim. To the south and west the
Naichus of Travancore and the Naichus of
Madura contested for supremacy, and seem to
have been entirely independent of what re-
mained of the Third Dynasty of the Kings of
Vijayanagar, or, rather (at this time), sof
Chanderghirri. Further up the coast of Coro-
mandel, the sovereigns of Tanjore, Gingi, and
various isolated towns, seem, according to
Baldaeus, to have been semi-independent,
though in constant dread of attack from stron-
ger powers near them, especially from the King
of Bijapur, Slaves could, owing to the frequent
sackings of cities which took place, be purchased
very cheaply all along the western coast. On the
Malabar coast, we gather from both writers, the
pirates had still to be feared by all navigators.
All the Malabars, says Nieuhofi, are " either
Merchants or Pirates." The horrible condition
of the lower castes in the Malabar towns, which
was occasioned by the oppressive and overbear-
ing conduct of the Nairs and other high caste
folk, is well and graphically portrayed by him;
but, as we have already dealt with the peculiar
customs of Malabar in connection with other
travellers, and NieuhofE and Baldaeus are
merely confirmatory of them, the evidence of
these two Dutchmen, explicit and detailed as
it is, need occupy our attention no longer. '

A number of other comparatively unimpor-
tant  names  may  be  briefly  touched  upon.
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